RESPONSIBILITY.ORG | DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)

POLICY CHECKLIST FOR LEGISLATORS

Drunk driving is an ongoing and critical threat to road safety, resultin
The Problem [uisé & ngoing e g
in injury and loss of life.

«In2022, 13,524 people were killed in alcohol-impaired «In2022, an estimated 1,578 (or 3%) drivers involved in a
traffic crashes, representing 32% of all traffic fatalities. fatal crash had a prior DUI offense in the past five years.
« Adisproportionate number of alcohol-impaired traffic Among these repeat offenders involved in a fatal crash,
fatalities are caused by drivers at high blood alcohol 47% had a BAC of .08 or higher at the time of the crash,
content (BAC) levels (.15 or above). In 2022, 67% of those including 34% who had a BAC of .15 or higher.?
killed in alcohol-impaired crashes involved at least one «  The average DUI offender drives drunk 80 times before
driver with a BAC of .15 or higher.! they are arrested.?

«In2022,35% (or 9,344) of drivers killed in motor vehicle
crashes had alcohol in their systems and 30% of drivers
killed were alcohol-impaired with a BAC of .08 or higher.!

( Preparing to advocate for stronger DUI laws:

Review your state’s DUI fatality, crash, and arrest data (contact your state highway
safety office and state police agency) to find out the following:

«  Whatis the magnitude of the problem in your state and surrounding states? How has it grown or changed
in recent years?

+ Which segments of the population are disproportionately at higher risk of driving while alcohol impaired?

«  What are the gaps in the data regarding alcohol-impaired driving that need to be filled?

« What resources are needed to support better DUl data collection?

«  What challenges do agencies encounter when reporting DUl data?

Identify legislative gaps in existing DUI laws.

«  What are some potential legislative barriers to enhancing the use of impaired driving prevention
technology such as ignition interlock devices (1ID)?

+ What are some possible opportunities to expedite BAC testing (breath, blood, oral fluid) through
improved technology?

+ What options exist to strengthen laws to better address repeat DUI offenders?

Collaborate with stakeholders.

« ldentify challenges to DUl enforcement, prosecution, sentencing, screening/assessments for all impaired
drivers,and treatment.

- ldentify legislative changes to assist practitioners, such as law enforcement, in addressing DUI.

«  Ask practitioners how to increase system efficiency and improve outcomes.

!National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2024, May). Fatality Analysis Reporting System data (Data from 2022).
2National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2024, April). Fatality Analysis Reporting System data (Data from 2022).
3National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (2015, October). Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) Participant Manual.
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Options to improve DUI laws in your state:

O
O
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Establish or enhance a state DUI state task force.

Adopt legislation or work with your regulatory agency to form or support your existing state impaired driving taskforce
that includes every facet of the DUI system, including multiple jurisdictions, advocacy groups, and other interested
parties, to develop a strategic plan to prevent and reduce impaired driving.

Provide more tools to law enforcement.

«  Legislate funding for officer training to detect and respond to impaired driving occurrences (e.g., Standard Field
Sobriety Testing, Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement, Drug Recognition Experts).

«  Amend your state’s impaired driving law to create or enhance a state Electronic Search Warrant system to
streamline warrant acquisition enabling faster blood draws when impaired drivers refuse tests.

«  Legislate fingerprinting for all DUI offenders at time of arrest to better track repeat offenders as recommended by
the Government Accountability Office.

Mandate screening and assessment for all impaired drivers.

«  Ensure that your state law requires all impaired drivers, including first time and repeat offenders, to submitto a
substance use and mental health disorder screening/assessment validated for the impaired driving population.
This approach can help identify underlying causes of a DUI offense, inform potential treatment decisions, and
reduce recidivism.

- Enactalaw that requires treatment completion as a condition for driver’s license reinstatement or probation if an
assessment indicates the need for treatment.

Increase the number of DUI or hybrid DUI/Drug courts.

Pass legislation to expand these specialized court programs—which aim to offer structured treatment supervision and
accountability—in your state for high-risk offenders, such as repeat offenders. These programs are evidence-based and
highly effective in reducing recidivism and saving costs.

Implement mandatory compliance-based IIDs for all convicted DUI offenders.

One of the most effective countermeasures available to jurisdictions to separate drunkenness from driving is the
alcohol ignition interlock device (1ID). State laws should require all DUI offenders, including first-time offenders, to
install an 1ID and adhere to compliance-based removal guidelines, such as refraining from tampering with the device,
before it can be removed.

Establish enhanced sanctions for high-BAC drivers and repeat offenders.
High-BAC drivers pose a public safety threat and should face increased criminal penalties. As of 2023, forty-five states
and the District of Columbia have enhanced penalties for drivers with high BACs.

Enhance administrative license revocation/suspension (ALR/ALS) laws.

Every state has adopted some form of an administrative license revocation or suspension law that allows law
enforcement or driver licensing authorities to confiscate a driver’s license if an individual fails or refuses a chemical test
after arrest. Strengthen these laws by permitting limited driving privileges for those with suspended licenses who install
an ignition interlock device.

Improve your state’s DUI data collection.

+  Revise your state’s impaired driving law to mandate alcohol and drug testing of all fatally injured drivers and all
surviving drivers involved in fatal and serious injury crashes.

«  Enactlegislation to mandate that data collection and reporting systems differentiate between the various possible
impaired driving offenses (DUI-Alcohol, DUID, and DUI-Alcohol and Drugs).
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Resources

Establish or enhance a state DUI state task force.

+  Tennessee Impaired Driving Advisory Council
«  Washington Impaired Driving Advisory Council
«  Best Practices of Successful State Impaired-Driving Task Forces, NHTSA

*State examples are for informational purposes only.
Provide more tools to law enforcement.

«  AGuide to Implementing Electronic Warrants, Responsiblity.org
«  Impaired Driving: Information on Data Used to Identify Repeat Offenders, Government Accountability Office

Mandate screening and assessment for all impaired drivers.

«  Computerized Assessment and Referral Program (CARS)
+  Impaired Driving Assessment

Increase the number of DUI or hybrid DUI/Drug courts.

«  The Ten Guiding Principles of DWI Courts, All Rise (formerly known as National Center for DWI Courts)
+ DWI Courts, NHTSA Countermeasures that Work

Implement mandatory compliance-based IIDs for all convicted DUI offenders.

«  State Ignition Interlock Laws Map, Responsiblity.org
«  States Identify Effective Ignition Interlock Countermeasures to Fight DUIs, National Conference of State Legislatures
« lgnition Interlock Program Best Practices Guide, American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators

Establish enhanced sanctions for high-BAC drivers and repeat offenders.

«  State Enhanced Penalties for High-BAC Map, Responsibility.org

Enhance administrative license revocation/suspension (ALR/ALS) laws.

«  State Administrative License Suspension/Revocation Map, Responsbility.org

Improve your state’s DUI data collection.

«  Enhance Drugged Driving Data: State Level Recommendations, AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety

To learn more about the DUI laws in your state, visit the Responsibility.org State Map. For information on legislative approaches to
combat drug-impaired driving, see Responsibility.org’s DUID policymaker checklist.

To learn how we can support or partner with you, contact our
government relations team at govtrelations@responsibility.org.

RESPONSIBILITY.ORG



https://www.responsibility.org/
https://tntrafficsafety.org/IDAC#:~:text=Begun%20in%202013%2C%20the%20Impaired,as%20well%20as%20maximize%20the
https://wtsc.wa.gov/meetings-and-events/widac-meetings/
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/73847
https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/FAAR_3715-eWarrants-Interactive-PDF_V-4.pdf
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mailto:govtrelations%40responsibility.org?subject=
mailto:govtrelations%40responsibility.org?subject=

	Check Box 3: Off
	Check Box 23: Off
	Check Box 24: Off
	Check Box 25: Off
	Check Box 26: Off
	Check Box 32: Off
	Check Box 33: Off
	Check Box 34: Off
	Button 12: 


